
Evaluation

For my creative project we had the choice of creating a screenplay for a film that we would like to make, or create a short extract of a film or short complete film lasting approximately five minutes long. I decided to make a short five minute film. For my creative project I chose to work with a partner as creating a film contains a lot of work and working with a partner is better as you can make key decisions better and get another view on certain aspects. I chose to work with the same person as I did last year as I felt we worked well and both had good knowledge of all aspects of producing a film so could help the film production by adding our own personal input. I also chose to create a short complete film as I have had experience in creating films and enjoy it I also felt it was more engaging to me then writing a screenplay as it contains a lot of different elements.

After I decided to create a short film, I decided to brainstorm ideas with my film partner; we brainstormed possible ideas about the narrative, the characters, and the locations we will be using. We came up with three main ideas that have that included crime genre, a comedy genre and a drama genre.  To decided what idea to use we created a presentation of all ideas with a brief description of what the narrative will be and the characters involved, we also gathered short video clips of films that have been produced to show what we would like to do. After receiving comments on all three ideas we had one idea that was greatly preferred to all others, this was the crime genre film that involved the events before and after robbery and was centered on the three main characters that are all involved with the robbery. 

After we got our idea approved by the class feedback we then conducted research into existing films that have a crime genre, we looked at Tarintino’s films which were Reservoir Dogs and Pulp Fiction. We looked at the different elements of both of the films; we look thoroughly into the mise en scene, sound, editing, narrative and the characters. We both liked the style of his films and decided that we would like to include some of his style within our own work. From the research on these films we found that we both liked the use of his colour as it’s quite dark and bleak within reservoir dogs and how the sound is realistic as background noise can be heard it adds a sense of realism within the films. The non linear storyline of Pulp fiction also appealed to us as it made the film stand out and gave the audience something to think about. We decided to use a non linear storyline within our own film as it helps keeps the tension of the film. To conclude we looked at very specific films but did this as we already had a rough idea on what we wanted our film to look like so chose films that was the same style to what we wanted.

After looking at existing films and having a good idea on what we wanted our film to be about. We started to produce pre production documents, we started with the treatment in which we stated our main idea about the film, the length and genre, the brainstorming of the film itself talking about what we would like it to include and look like we also talked about budgets of the film and the ethical issues we could have filming we stated that the main ethical issue we would face is the use of a replica Firearm/BB gun. After completing the treatment we started on creating a script for the film, both of use input our own idea in to the script so we could get personal ideas. We drafted the scripts six times to insure it suited our idea and was possible once we got our final script we put into a professional format so it could be easily read and understood once we started filming the production.

After writing the script we then had a lot of pre production documents that needed completing before we started filming, to save time we split the pre production documents evenly between us.

We decided that I would complete the location scouting and the risk assessments for all locations that we needed for our sets, I also would complete the risk assessments as it was better as I was going on the location scouting, I looked for locations that suited our film genre and tried to keep a good mise en scene through the different locations so it all went well and did not look like the film jumped to different locations. One issue I had with the location scouting was our prop of a replica firearm; I took this into account whilst on scouting chose quieter locations so not to alarm the public. My film partner took the role of creating the storyboards so we knew what shots we would be filming in our films and the find the actor we would need in our film. Once we had completed all the pre production we both went to our local police station to seek permission for the use of a replica firearm within our films in the local area. We took our treatment to show what we was planning to do so they knew what we wanted. Due to danger of the firearm being mistaken for a real firearm by a member of the public they did not allow us to film in the local area we planned. We took this into account we agreed that asking to use a replica firearm in public streets could cause shock to members of the public and cause unwanted reactions from the police. We then went to an owner of private land to seek permission and gained it from them and filmed out of the way of the members of the public. After this we were ready to start filming on our production.

We then started to film; we used our locations that we found with the location scouting, we decided to film our film in the chronological order so it was easier to edit later on. We decided on filming on three separate days in different locations which were Harlow, Waltham Abbey and North Weald. We did come across a few issues during filming such as the weather, members of the public, the background noise including traffic. All filming was kept on schedule and we filmed it very efficiently as there was no need to re film any scenes. We tried to include a variety of shots, but tracking a zoom shot with the character walking did cause some issues but after a few takes it was perfected.

Once all filming was completed we uploaded the raw footage to film editing software called Final Cut Pro. Once they had been uploaded we looked through all the shots to establish which ones could be used and how good they were, we discarded any that have no use to the film as they just cluttered the space. Once we had looked through all the clips began to edit the raw footage we had filmed and began to produce the final product, we used the storyboard and script to help us put the film in the right order and see where the shots were in order. In the last scene we decided to break the 180 degree rule and crossed the line we did this as it adds confusion to scene the confusion is emphasized by the jump cuts showing that the bank job did not as well as they planned. Once we had all the scenes in place and all shots running together smoothly. We used transitions and filters to edit our footage to give it a better mise en scene and make the scenes flow better, we used one main filter of desaturation, this helped us reduce the colours slightly to give the film a more dark, gritty look to suit the genre better we took this idea from the research films we had looked at that have a very dark grim colour to them to add effect to the film and suit the genre. We also used one main transition of a cross dissolve which help the scenes go together better as it showed time had progressed during the scenes instead of straight cuts. 

The use of sound within our film was very important as it help the scenes flow in scenes with no dialogue we had the sounds of the main character running, or in scenes where this was not possible we searched the internet for copyright free soundtrack to go over this scene as we did not want it to be silent, we found one website that was very useful to use we took some sounds from this to go into our film. To add extra verisimilitude to our film we also took sound effects such as police sirens and a gunshot, this helped make the film more believable as well as making it more realistic.

Looking at Tarintino’s films we were inspired by his style and wanted to create an auteur style for our film so it was recognizable and stood out from other films. The elements we used to create a style was the dark gritty mise en scene that remained throughout the film, we also had the idea of a ‘Rewind’ of the entire film, this was possible because of our non linear storyline we could show the end of the film through a different view at the beginning then ‘Rewind’ the film to the real beginning this was possible through editing the film and gave our film a distinctive style we edited it in such a way that the story is not clear even though you see the entire film this was because we sped the film up and added the effect called ‘Bad TV’. We also had heavy use of the silhouettes in the last scene of the film and the first this was a good effect and was created without editing just the way we filmed with the camera and the location we used. We looked at Todorov’s theory of equilibrium and also applied it to our film, the film goes with the theory as the planning scene is the equilibrium as well as the walking to the job. The equilibrium is broken once Darren is seen running away. The problem is then identified in the last scene once it is established that the bank job went wrong then the equilibrium is then restore once Darrell has shot Darren.

To conclude on the film I feel that my film went well, I feel the film has a lot of good aspects such as the mise en scene this was kept good throughout and because of that helped add to the realism. Good scouting for locations helped a lot as the locations were good and were also settings that crime films have, the props used also helped as it also added to realism the colour was also good throughout and remained consistent throughout. Acting was also a good element as all actors played the parts well and helped create tension and verisimilitude. The camera work was also very good as the shots taken helped the film as some where quick and others established the scene through the use of a variety of shots and angles it helped us as we had a lot of shots to chose from instead of being stuck with one certain angle. Editing I felt was good as we carefully picked scenes that would tell the story and help the audience engage in the film. It also helped as we could edit the colours and sounds so it looked and sounded realistic, also due to previous experience of the software it did not take to long to edit as we knew what to do we did push the limits of what we could do by creating the rewind, we had not done this before so did not no how it was going to turn out but overall I was please with the rewind section. The narrative was also good as it was engaging as well as interesting so the audience did not get bored it also helped the audience understand what the film was about. I feel that all of the elements above helped create a good sense of verisimilitude and helped the audience engage within the film and with the right tools I feel it helped us edit the and create the film.

However I feel that some certain aspects could have been improved one of which was the original sound of some on the scenes the problem we had was the voices of our actors was to quiet and couldn’t be heard where as the background noise was too loud or inappropriate so we had to either cut the audio completely or try to edit it so it sounded better we avoided using a boom microphone as it would have been extremely difficult to track our actors when running or walking and would have sounded bad if we only used it for certain scenes. Also another slight issue we had was the camera work, although the majority of the camera work was good we did notice some small things that could have been changed, such as some scenes could have had a different shot angle to break up the length of it so it did not get boring, as the framing of certain shots could have been better as the actor could have been more central on screen we could also use the rule of thirds for this to ensure the actor is in the correct place. Within the last scene we also noticed that the over the shoulder shot is a bit unsteady this was due to the space that we were using not being big enough for the tripod to be used although we noticed this we didn’t think it was a major problem in our film. Despite these few problems overall I think that the film itself was a success.
The film we have produced is similar to the work of Tarintino, his films have been the base of our own ideas and film production we have looked at many elements of his film and replicated them into our film we looked at his Pulp Fiction film to use the storyline structure of a non linear narrative. We used the non linear structure storyline to keep the audience entertained and interested in our film other wise it would not be successful. Because of this the Uses and Gratifications theory can be applied to our film. This theory suggests that there are four reasons people watch films which are: relationships, personal identifications, surveillance and diversion. Our film fits into the surveillance and diversion category as the audience can look into another reality away from there own, it gives the sense of escaping there own life’s to enjoy another persons life. 
Our film sticks to the conventions of a stereotypical crime genre film, as we have a relatively typical storyline, characters and setting. But we did develop and alter some of the conventions a of crime genre film by giving it a non linear storyline and including our own rewind section of which showed the entire film after one of the characters have been shot, which gives the impression it is in his mind and his previous memories are flashing back as he is dying which is why Its unclear and blurred. The characters costumes are stereotypical of gangsters as they are all in suits whist carrying out the robbery.
Miramax would be the institute that would be likely to distribute our film productions due to the history it has with the crime genre films. Before we even began filming we both established that the film would be a 15 certificate so it could reach a greater target audience. The main group we were targeting was the 15 to 35 year old males as we believed that this would be the sections that would most likely watch and enjoy our film, we think that it could reach into the other groups such as older people and the female gender I feel our film could attract a female and older age audience as it is engaging and interesting to watch.

Once our film had been finished and finalized we created a questionnaire containing ten simple closed questions for easy analysis. For a focus group of nine film students and tutors to attain some feedback for our film we chose this focus group as we felt they had a good knowledge of films so could give us good feedback also the majority was they target audience was had produced our film for. Our focus group consisted of five males and four females, from the results we gathered that the average age of the focus group was 18 with a exception of two higher ages. From all the people in the focus group we got mainly positive feedback with the average rating of the film being nine the highest mark given was ten and the lowest given was seven this showed that they all enjoyed the film  to a good degree and the film received good comments from all. The female section of the focus group also rated the film well and enjoyed it showing that it can reach other target audiences then the ones we have set out to reach. But one problem that did arise from a number of questionnaires was the quality of the sound in the planning scene, and a small amount did comment on the camera work being a bit shaky at times, but we had already established that theses were two issues that affected the film slightly so it just confirmed our thoughts on the sound issues.

Overall I have learnt a lot from this film production and feel that I has gone extremely well I have built on existing knowledge of the editing software and the use of cameras but have also learnt new skills in all that have help produce and edit the film greatly, I feel that the project was a success and was received by all audiences very well.  

